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LANDSCAPE: 
From the Old English term, landskip

“A view or prospect of natural inland 
scenery such as can be taken in at a 
glance from one point of view”. OED, 
1725.

Landscape was defined externally 
by the observer who invested it 
with human meaning

מושג הנוף מוגדר על ידיי  
המעניק לו את  הצופה

משמעותו

נוף



“Before it can ever be the 
repose for the senses, 
landscape is the work of
the mind. Its scenery is built 
up as much from strata of 
memory as from layers of 
rock.”  (Schama, p.6)

הנוף הוא, לפני שנוכל לחוש אותו"
הנוף בנוי  . פרי יצירתו של המחשבה

”. משכבות זיכרון כמו משכבות סלע

Simon Schama, 1995.  Landscape and Memory



W.J.T. Mitchell, 1994. Landscape and Power

“The aim of this book is to change 
‘landscape’ from a noun to a verb. It asks 
that we think of landscape, not as an 
object to be seen or a text to be read, but 
as a process by which social and 
subjective identities are formed…. 
Landscape and Power aims to ask… not 
just what landscape “is” or “means” but 
what it does, how it works as a cultural 
practice.”(Mitchell, p. 1)

-את מושג המטרת הספר הזה היא לשנות"
הוא מבקש שנחשוב על . משם עצם לפועל' נוף'

או טקסט  , לא כאובייקט שיש לראותו, נוף
כתהליך שבו נוצרות  אלא , שמבקש  לקרוא

 Landscape....  זהויות חברתיות וסובייקטיביות 
and Power   לא רק מהו הנוף  ... שואף לשאול

כיצד הוא פועל , אלא " פירושו"או מה 
". כפרקטיקה תרבותית



מהי המסגרת התרבותית דרכה אנו ?  של הטבעאוביקטיביות•
?מבינים את הטבע-חווים-רואים-תופסים

אספקטים פוליטיים ואידיואלוגיים•

אישית, חברתית, המרחב ככלי לביטוי ועיצוב זהות לאומית•

Landscape as a cultural practice

• Nature is not “neutral”- cultural  framework

• Political, ecological and ideological dimensions 

• SPACE as an instrument of power as a vehicle for national, social and personal 
identity

הנוף כפרקטיקה תרבותית    



It (landscape) naturalizes a cultural and social 
construction, representing an artificial world 
as if it were simply given and inevitable..  
(Mitchell)

ומייצג עולם , מגלם הבנייה תרבותית וחברתית) הנוף(
..מלאכותי כאילו הוא פשוט נתון ובלתי נמנע



Landscape, we suggest, doesn’t merely 
signify or symbolize power relations; it is an 
instrument of cultural power… (Mitchell)



"יש מאין: "הנוף הישראלי

The Israeli landscape: 
“something from nothing”-

A cultural practice….



“All the lands there are for dismal 
scenery, I think Palestine must be 
the prince. The hills are barren, they 
are dull of color, they are 
unpicturesque in shape. The valleys 
are unsightly deserts fringed with a 
feeble vegetation that has an 
expression about it of being 
sorrowful and despondent.

It is a hopeless, dreary, 
heart-broken land. 
-Mark Twain, Innocents Abroad, 1884.



Mt. Tabor, 1866 Agricultural terraces at Batir, 1892

Photographs by the Palestine Exploration Fund



1. Mediterranean: oak woodlands, carob, pines-
maquis

2. Irano-Turanian: steppe vegetation

1. Saharo-Arabian: desert plants

2. Sudanian: sub-tropical, need permanent water 
supply

1 2 3 4

Quercus calliprinos Artemesia sieberi Besser Thymeliea hirsute Acacia tortilis

Biogeographical regions
in relation to annual rainfall

From Avinoam Danin, Flora of Israel



Yatir forest in the Negev desert, planted 1966.

The Jewish National Fund (JNF) afforestation project in Israel: heavy 
use of pine monocultures  (Pinus halepensis)



Early use of Eucalyptus to drain the swamps in Hadera



,

Jacaranda mimosifolia

Brachychiton australis

Acacia saligna

Grevillea robusta



:  
משמעות התרבותית

מכוניות  : יום-של נופי היום 
,  וכבישים

חצרות מדרכות וגדרות

. 

-נופי תרבות

John Brinckerhoff Jackson

CULTURAL LANDSCAPES

אתר מורשת עולמי-טרסות בבתירדרך הבשמים



“LANDSCAPE is not a natural feature of the environment but a synthetic 
space, a man-made system of spaces superimposed on the face of the 
land, functioning and evolving not according to natural laws but to serve a 
community…

a landscape is thus a space deliberately created to speed up or slow down 
the process of nature.” (“The Word Itself” in J.B. Jackson,  Discovering the 
Vernacular Landscape)



The Urbanization of nature: 
The “urban pastoral:” 
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19-התפתחות הפארק העירוני במאה ה: פסטורליה עירונית



הנוף הפסטוראלי



Stourhead Garden, England (18th century)





Landscape urbanism
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LANDSCAPE AS URBAN STRUCTURE





Tel Aviv block- Geddes Plan



Kiryat Meir, Tel Aviv
1937
Arch: Judith Segal
L. Arch: Yechiel Segal



Cerda Plan Barcelona-
Eixample 1859







Resilience, adaptation 
and climate change
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Ian McHarg, 1920-2001





Ian McHarg, Design with Nature, 1969



CLIENT
•U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development
COLLABORATORS
Parsons Brinckerhoff
Stevens Institute of Technology
Ocean and Coastal Consultants
SeArc Ecological Marine 
Consulting
The New York Harbor School
LOT-EK
MTWTF
Paul Greenberg



Infrastructure landscapes 
and urban metabolism
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From Harry Granick, Underneath New York, 1947





Microorganisms on the roots of plants 
breakdown pollutants in wastewater

The enhancement marshes at Arcata Marsh and 
Wildlife Sanctuary provide tertiary treatment and a 
recreation area for the community

:

Arcata Marsh and Wildlife Sanctuary,  Arcata CA, 1981

Green Infrastructure principles- contemporary use of 
landscape processes 

• Marsh treatment system for tertiary wastewater 
treatment using biological processes

• Multifunctional plannning- includes recreational 
open space, 
walking and bike trails, wildlife sanctuary, salmon           
aquaculture. Great blue heron in wildlife sanctuary

Plan: treatment ponds, salmon nursery and wildlife 
area

View of restored marsh Microorganisms breakdown pollutants in 
wastewater







B A I M A   C A N A L,   F U Z H O U , C H I N A
John Todd, Ocean Arks International



Oasis garden, Sinai, Egypt 

Rain water harvesting and Irrigation

Liman, Negev Desert, Israel

Legibility,  expressiveness and meaning 
Everyday, lived dimensions of traditional infrastructure systems
Examples of vernacular irrigation systems in an arid climate 

Cistern, Rosh Pina



Seattle Freeway Park
Halprin Associates



Seattle Art Museum and Olympic Sculpture Park,
Weiss and Manfredi, 2006



Urban wastelands, 
wildscapes and 
biodiversity
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The Highline: photo by Joel Sternfeld









Park  Ariel  Sharon- Hiriya
Tel Aviv
Latz + Partner, Moriah-Sekely





ליהנות מאופק רחב ומחום , לקטוף פרחי בר, לקצור עצי פרי, אפשר לאסוף פטריות"
"." בלי מתקנים  אחידים ויקרים, מסוגלים לרקוד ולשחק... ילדים ... האחו היבש 



מגוון מינים בעיר 



Open space: S M L: 
Microurbanism/ 
Pocket parks
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Park(ing) Day- Rebar

Temporary spaces



Dumpster Pool
Park Avenue, NY, 2010
Macro Sea



200 Lawn Chairs
Times Square, New York, 2009 
Times Square Alliance

350 White Chairs 
Rotterdam, 2012
M.E.S.T

mobility



Community Garden
Minnesota Blvd
Givat Olga, 2016



A Lamppost with a Switch
Bat Yam Biennale, 2008
Shiri Cnaani and Tali Arieli



Open space: S M L:  
Linear to metropolitan 
parks and beyond
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1930, שדרות רוטדשילד



Braudo Maoz Tel Baruch Promenade, Tel Aviv



פארק הירקון







Urban Water
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SPONGEcity, sponsored 
by the Dutch Ministry of 
Transportation, Public 
Works and Water 
Management, and designed 
by Niall Kirkwood and 
landscape architecture 
graduate students from]the 
Harvard Graduate School of 
Design  floodwaters are 
captured by a dual sponge 
system both soft and 
structural.  

Cellular networks of Super Absorbent Polymers (SAP's) are 
placed in new elbows along the River Waal and when the 
dikes close to the river are breached a new absorbent 
sponge landscape is created along the entire river. 





Urban trees, shade and 
microclimate regulation
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Plaza:   stormwater collection tray.  
Stormwater is channelled into into 
the drainage troughs. Rainwater is 
collected in cisterns below and
recirculated in the plaza’s drip 
irrigation system and  into the 
memorial fountain



Green roofs:

•Reduce “urban heat island” effect 
•Reduce CO2 impact 
•Reduce summer air conditioning cost 
•Reduce winter heat demand 
•Potentially lengthen roof life 2 to 3 times 
•Treat nitrogen pollution in rain 
•Negate acid rain effect 
•Help reduce volume and peak rates of 
stormwater 





אוניברסיטת תל אביב, בנין פורטר ללימודי הסביבה



Chicago City Hall Green Roof, 2001
Architect: William McDonough and Partners, 
Landscape architect: Conservation Design Forum, Atelier 
Dreiseitl

A pilot study to address urban heat island problems after a heat 
wave in 1995 killed several people.

The planted side of the roof registers 3-4 degrees C cooler than 
the unplanted side, and captures some 75% of rainwater 
(stored in a cistern in the penthouse below). The growing 
medium varies from 76 mm (extensive) to 600 mm (intensive) 
in depth
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