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The Master Program in Urban Design Colloquium Series 2025-2026
Urban Imaginations and city form
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The Oculus Imaginationis (The Eye of the Imagination) in Robert Fludd’s Ars Memoriae (1617)
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In recent years, urban studies have increasingly highlighted the idea of urban imagination as part of
the ongoing exploration of placemaking transformations and redesign of urban spaces, which seek to
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establish new perspectives and models of collective thinking about the future of urban life and its
implications. However, looking into the foundations of our urban imaginations may reveal predefined
socio-spatial schemes. When striving to envision new places, in an era of growing uncertainty, what
are those preconditions to the spatial practices that we aim to rethink and design ?

This is the theme of our two-year Colloquium Series, where various guest researchers are invited to
take part in our interdisciplinary forum focused on investigating urban form and fabric. Established for
critical and thought-provoking discussions, we seek to decipher our spatial imaginations, as cultural,
social, economic, political and governmental concepts. Through different perspectives, we aim to
reveal forms, identify thinking patterns, and explore how they are manifested in the tangible urban
structure and its fabric.
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